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Cheat Sheet for billing add-on codes-For Individual Providers  

1. When billing a primary code with additional related (add-on) codes, the primary code and the 
additional add-on code(s) must appear on the same claim. The primary code MUST appear on 
the claim first preceding the add-on codes.   

2. Add-on codes are reimbursable services when reported in addition to the appropriate primary 
service by the same individual physician or other health care professional. Add-on codes 
reported as stand-alone codes are not reimbursable services in accordance with Current 
Procedural Services (CPT®) and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) guidelines.  

3. The primary and add-on codes must be billed by the same individual physician or other health 
care professional reporting under the same Federal Tax Identification number.  

4. Add-on procedures must be reported with the primary procedure for the same date of service. 
5. Add-on codes are designated a "+" symbol in the CPT book. 
6. It is not necessary to use the “+” sign when billing on your claim form. The “+” sign  is just used 

to distinguish the add-on code in the CPT manual so you know it can only be used in addition to 
another, primary code. 

7. See Examples 1-10 of the CMS 1500 forms for various combinations of services with Add-on 
codes.  

 

APA-CPT coding resources for APA members, 2013 Coding change FAQ 
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EXAMPLE 1: Diagnostic Interview by Ph.D. with Interactive Complexity
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EXAMPLE 2: Diagnostic Interview by Prescriber with Interactive Complexity
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EXAMPLE 3: Psychotherapy with E&M Service by Prescriber

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text
296.43

skommana
Typewritten Text
309.81

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text
01

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text
01

skommana
Typewritten Text
01

skommana
Typewritten Text
01

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text
13

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text
13

skommana
Typewritten Text
01

skommana
Typewritten Text
01

skommana
Typewritten Text
01

skommana
Typewritten Text
01

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text
13

skommana
Typewritten Text
13

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text
11

skommana
Typewritten Text
11

skommana
Typewritten Text
99212

skommana
Typewritten Text
90833

skommana
Typewritten Text
1,2

skommana
Typewritten Text
1,2

skommana
Typewritten Text
1

skommana
Typewritten Text
1

skommana
Typewritten Text
MD/DO/APRN

skommana
Typewritten Text
MD/DO/APRN

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text

skommana
Typewritten Text



skommana
Typewritten Text
EXAMPLE 4: Psychotherapy with E&M Service by Prescriber with Interactive Complexity
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EXAMPLE 5: Psychotherapy 20-30 minutes 
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EXAMPLE 6: Psychotherapy 20-30 minutes with Interactive Complexity
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EXAMPLE 7: Medication Management by Prescriber
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EXAMPLE 8: Psychotherapy for Crisis provided for 120 minutes
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EXAMPLE 9: Billing several services on a claim form-Prescriber
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EXAMPLE 10: Billing several services on a claim form-any eligible provider
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