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PRESENTATION OUTLINE:

I. BACKGROUND OF MARIJUANA LEGALIZAGTION IN COLORADO
a. Timeline
i. Before 2000		Prior to Legalized Medical Marijuana
ii. 2000-2009		Medical Marijuana Legalized 
iii. 2010-2013		Medical Marijuana Commercialized
iv. Nov ‘12-Present	Recreational Marijuana Legalized (sold retail starting Jan 2014)

II. MARIJUANA USE SINCE LEGALIZATION OF RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA
a. Decreased Use/No Change in Use vs. Increased Use Since Legalization
i. Ways in which legalization can increase marijuana use
1. Changes in access to marijuana
2. Changes in perceived risks
3. Changes in societal norms
4. Changes in price/organization of supply
ii. Study results
1. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH)
2. CO Dept of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) Survey

III. MARIJUANA’S FINANCIAL IMPACT
a. Economic gains vs. societal costs
i. Tax Revenue 
ii. Public Health
1. Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) Potency Trends and Implications
2. Marijuana Use Disorder
3. Marijuana Related Hospitalizations and Emergency Room Visits 
iii. Public Safety
1. Impaired Driving

IV. LEGALIZED MARIJUANA’S IMPACT ON THE USE OF OTHER DRUGS
a. Substitute or Complement?
i. Impact on Medical Marijuana 
ii. Impact on other substance use 

V. LEGALIZED MARIJUANA’S IMPACT ON CRIME
a. Has it helped or hurt?
i. Arrests
ii. Black Market
iii. Racial Disparities

VI. FUTURE DIRECTIONS
a. Data
b. Policy and Politics
c. Financial interests – who really benefits?
d. Decriminalization ≠ Legalization
e. Matters of Safety
f. Lessons from alcohol and tobacco
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