
The Opiate Use Disorder 
Landscape in Colorado 

Linda Martin, LPC, LAC 

SAMHSA Opiate Grant Manager 



In this session we will review the 
“State of the State”  

Pre and Post SAMHSA Opiate Grants including 

 

• Prescription and Overdose death rates 

• Law Enforcement, Medical and Behavioral Health 
landscape 

• Access to Care 

• Treatment Expansion 

• Current State of the State 

• Where we are going 

 



Start at the beginning… 
 

• 1996 The American Pain Society trademarked the 

slogan, “Pain, the Fifth Vital Sign” 

 

• 1998 The Joint Commission for Accreditation of 

Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) adopted the 

practice 

 

• 2001 The JCAHO issued a new standard telling 

hospitals to regularly ask patients about pain and to 

make treating it a priority  

 

• 2004 The Federation of State Medical Boards called 

on state medical boards to make under treatment of 

pain punishable for the first time. 

 





Prescription Opioid Abuse 
From 2013-2017, there were 1,635 prescription opioid-related overdose 
deaths in Colorado. This translates to a rate of 5.8 deaths per 100,000 
Colorado residents. 

From “Colorado Opioid Profile” CDPHE 2017 



Heroin 
Heroin-related overdose deaths have increased by 77 percent from 

2013-2017. In total, there were 881 heroin overdose deaths in 
Colorado, which translates to a state rate of 3.2 deaths per 100,000 

residents from 2013-2017.  

From “Colorado Opioid Profile” CDPHE 2017 
 



OUD Demographic Colorado: 

Heroin  

• Gender:  60.4% Male 

• Age:     18-24 28% 

          25-34 45.8% 

  35-44 15.4% 

• Race:   77.3% White 

• Hx of Mental Health concerns: 50.9% 

• Criminal Justice Involved: 34.5% 

 
 

Prescription Opioids 

• Gender:   55.2% Male 

 

 

• Age:   18-24 16.4% 

 

          25-34 45.7% 

 

          35-44 27.3% 

 

• Race:   79.3% White 

 

• Hx of Mental Health concerns: 52.8% 

 

• Criminal Justice involved: 21.9 



Heroin 

From: “Heroin in Colorado”    
Heroin Response Work Group  
Colorado Consortium 



qaWE               
        
 Three SAMHSA Grants  
        
         • Medication Assisted Treatment, Prescription 
Drug and Opiate Addiction (MAT-PDOA) 

 

• State Targeted Response (STR)  

 

• State Opiate Response (SOR) 

 



MAT-PDOA 
• In FY 15 and 16 SAMHSA provided 24 million 

dollars to states to develop “hub and spoke” 
treatment systems 

• Served to connect Medication Assisted 
Treatment (including methadone) with 
behavioral health and integrated care 

 









State Targeted Response (STR) 

• April 2017- April 2019 

• Needs Assessment 

• Strategic Plan 

• Consortium; It MATTTRs; MSO’s and 
legislation 

• Focus: reduce OD Death, increase access to 
care, increase treatment capacity 

 

 



State Targeted Response (STR) 



Lift the Label:  
170 MILLION impressions 



Naloxone:  
nearly 25 thousand kits distributed over the 

life of the grant 
resulting in 1004 overdose reversals 



MAT:  
1902 individuals provided MAT  

with STR funding 



RMCP:  
1781 opioid related calls received  



Peer Navigators:  
483 individuals connected to 

treatment  



Jails:  
446 MAT inductions from 

five jail programs 



Providers trained:  
302 physicians; 228 advance practice 
nurses & 35 practice teams trained 



Family Services:  
202 people served; 190 new facilitators trained 



Residential treatment for MAT Induction:  
181 residential stay’s funded with STR 



OpiRescue:  
Treatment locator up and running; videos in place 





State Opiate Response (SOR)  
September 2018- September 2020 

 

• Mobile Units 

• 7 Regional Summits 

• Department of Corrections 

• Division of Youth Corrections 

• 17 County Jails 

• ALTO’s 

• Tribal Prevention 

• Tribal Jail based Peer 



SOR Continued 

• Deep Tissue Care 
• 2 Go (Yr 1) 
• RMCP Enhancements 
• Mobile units 
• Individualize Placement Services 
• Grant Evaluation 
• Peer supervisor and Peer Navigators 
• Community based CJ training for Law 

Enforcement 
• Recovery Homes 







QUESTIONS?  OBH:  303-866-7400  
    

• Marc Condojani: 303-866-7173 marc.condojani@state.co.us 

• Jessica Triplett: 303-866-7710 jessica.triplett@state.co.us  

• Linda Martin: 303-866-7707 linda.martin@state.co.us 

• Meredith Davis: 303-866-7318  meredith.davis@state.co.us 

• Jason Kent: 303-866-7728 jason.kent@state.co.us 

• Stephanie Salkin 303-866- 7421 stephanie.salkin@state.co.us 



Thank you for the amazing work you do!  


