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This session will explore alternative explanations of poverty as a gateway to innovative 
interventions that participants can prototype and develop. Why are some people poor? What 
should we do about it? These questions have prompted many different answers for hundreds of 
years. This pre-conference will invite participants to find new insights and opportunities for their 
work by applying a variety of perspectives on poverty – even those they would rather avoid! 
 
Throughout the day 
we will work with this 
framework (see 
figure, right), which 
captures four main 
views of poverty. We 
will explore the 
cognitive and 
emotional attributes 
of each quadrant, as 
well as the 
opportunities for 
innovation that each 
quadrant may offer. 
You will have an 
opportunity to 
prototype some of 
these innovations and 
then bring them back 
to your own 
communities. 
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