
 
 
 

CBHC BOARD POSITION STATEMENT 15.0:  
Investing Marijuana Tax Revenue in Behavioral Health Services 
 
 

Position Statement 

 
Background  

In 2012, Colorado votes passed a ballot measure (Amendment 64) to amend the constitution of the state of 
Colorado to allow for personal use and the commercial sale of recreational marijuana. Consecutively, 
Proposition AA was approved approving sales and excise taxes on marijuana. Proposition AA outlines the 
uses for revenue collected from these taxes, and includes public school capital construction, regulation of 
the marijuana industry, and other uses as allowed by legislation. In 2014, the legislature passed Senate Bill 
215 created the Marijuana Tax Cash Fund, to codify allowable spending for this resource. This included 
health care, health education, substance abuse prevention and treatment programs, and law enforcement.  

The Marijuana Tax Cash Fund (MTCF) is codified in C.R.S. 39-28.8-501, and was updated in 2017 and 
currently includes the following allowable uses:  

(A) To educate people about marijuana to prevent its illegal use or legal abuse; 

(B) To provide services for adolescents and school-aged children in school settings or through 
community-based organizations; 

(C) To treat and provide related services to people with any type of substance use or mental health 
disorder, including those with co-occurring disorders, or to evaluate the effectiveness and 
sufficiency of behavioral health services; 

(D) For jail-based and other behavioral health services for persons involved in or diverted from the 
criminal justice system; 

(F) For law enforcement and law enforcement training, including any expenses for the police officers 
standards and training board training or certification; 

(N) For housing, rental assistance, and supportive services, including reentry services, pursuant 
to section 24-32-721. 

 
 
Policy Priorities 
 

 It is the CBHC position that state generated marijuana tax revenue should be allocated for 
targeted prevention, early intervention, treatment, and recovery services.  

 

http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2014a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont/A9002841A8B1E5A087257CB4007E3F99?Open&file=215_enr.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2014a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont/A9002841A8B1E5A087257CB4007E3F99?Open&file=215_enr.pdf
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/retrieve?_m=67d8e56a11754374d108b617fc40105d&docnum=16&_fmtstr=FULL&_startdoc=11&wchp=dGLbVzt-zSkAA&_md5=096a446c89d06dadbffb503811c2defa
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=a796930d718adebb10b26f336481b585&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bC.R.S.%2039-28.8-501%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=5&_butInline=1&_butinfo=COCODE%2024-32-721&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=16&_startdoc=11&wchp=dGLbVzt-zSkAA&_md5=18f8addedd915ccb13dfdfc17086d3ac


15.1 Appropriate Utilization of Funds 

Moving forward, it is important that Colorado stays true to the intent of the taxation on marijuana products 
as voted on by Colorado citizens by limiting the utilization of the MCTF to appropriate fields.  

 CBHC supports policies that direct MCTF funding across a full continuum of SUD services and 
towards behavioral health/criminal justice collaboration, and other population based health 
promotion activities such as:  

o Legislation to limit MTCF uses for healthcare and health promotion  
o Legislation that opens MTCF to other related health promotion activities and fields  
o Budgetary action and appropriations that utilize MCTF appropriately  

 
 CBHC does not support policies that open MCTF funding for initiatives outside of the intent of the 

taxation on marijuana products as voted on by Colorado citizens.  
o Legislation that opens MTCF uses beyond the original intent as outlined in SB14-215. 
o Budgetary actions and appropriations that utilize MCTF inappropriately.  

 

Effective Period 

The Colorado Behavioral Healthcare Council (CBHC) Board of Directors approved this policy on 
10/05/2017. It is reviewed as required by the Public Policy Advisory Committee. 

Policy Updated 

Updates to this policy position were approved by the CBHC Board of Directors on 02/17/2021. 

Expiration: 02/17/2023  

 

http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2014a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont/A9002841A8B1E5A087257CB4007E3F99?Open&file=215_enr.pdf
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