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OVERVIEW 

Cliff Notes: HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/A5QZV9RGX6K  

On Anti-Racism & Health Equity: Ethics Talk: Antiracism, Health Equity, and a Post-COVID Future 

| Journal of Ethics | American Medical Association (ama-assn.org)  

Racist Roots: 

Scientific Racism 

• Scientific racism emerged in the 17th century just after the onset of chattel slavery, in order 

to legitimize the dehumanization and murder of Black people through racial capitalism. 

The Medical Model & “Behavioral Health” 

• Flawed (fraudulent) intelligence research conducted by past APA President & recipient of 

the APA Career Achievement Award strengthened legislation to prevent the immigration of 

individuals belonging to groups categorized as being “intellectually inferior”. Robert 

Thorndike used behavioral science to justify the dehumanizing treatment of BIPOC persons, 

women, Eastern and Southern Europeans , and people from lower socioeconomic statuses . 

His research, rooted in white supremist ideology, became the foundation for behavioral 

research in psychology to this day. 

Protest Psychosis 

• Helped justify the need for police brutality in the civil rights movement, Jim Crow laws, and 

mass incarceration in prisons and psychiatric hospitals.  Today, schizophrenia is among the 

most over diagnosed mental illness among Black Americans.  

https://youtu.be/A5QZV9RGX6K
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/videocast/ethics-talk-antiracism-health-equity-and-post-covid-future
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/videocast/ethics-talk-antiracism-health-equity-and-post-covid-future
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiegZnGgfD5AhW0KH0KHVVtDwoQFnoECBAQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalofethics.ama-assn.org%2Fsites%2Fjournalofethics.ama-assn.org%2Ffiles%2F2020-12%2Fvideocast1-transcript-Kendi-2006.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0b0sXtY4c2Q8Fj-Yhj906a
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiegZnGgfD5AhW0KH0KHVVtDwoQFnoECBAQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalofethics.ama-assn.org%2Fsites%2Fjournalofethics.ama-assn.org%2Ffiles%2F2020-12%2Fvideocast1-transcript-Kendi-2006.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0b0sXtY4c2Q8Fj-Yhj906a
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